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¸The Family Forest Challenge

¸Wisconsin MFL Group Certification

ςHow did we build it?

ςWhat can you learn from it? 

¸Essential Ingredients for a Certified Family 
Forest Group

²Ƙŀǘ LΩƭƭ /ƻǾŜǊΥ



The Cradle of Forestry

Gifford Pinchot was the first  forester for the 125,000 acre Biltmore Estate.



tƛƴŎƘƻǘΩǎ ¦ƴŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ
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Gifford Pinchot, 1st

Chief of the U.S. Forest 
Service and Governor of 
PA, lamented that the 
Federal Government 
was never able to 
control private logging.



GPôs Day

Transfer (Govt. Ownership)

Regulation

Our Day

Certification

Collaboration

Incentives

Carbon trading

Easements

Education

Marketing

Cooperatives

Same Mission, Different Tools

Credit: USFS



Different Flavors of Assurance



U.S. Forest Ownership

Map Credit: Liknes, Greg C.; Nelson, Mark D.; Butler, Brett J. 2010. USFS



U.S. Certified Land by Ownership

2009 ςFSC, SFI, or Tree Farm Certified



¢ƘŜ /ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΧ

¸ The largest gains in certified source wood can 
come from private family forest lands.

¸ The problem is, there are so many of them! 10 
million nationally.

This will require BOLD, not 
incremental action



Wisconsin is not all dairy farms!

Half the state is 
forest, and 66% 
of that  (10.7 
million acres) is 
in small private 
ownerships.



Managed Forest Law Group

¸Of the private forestland, 3 million acres are 
ŜƴǊƻƭƭŜŘ ƛƴ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴΩǎ aŀƴŀƎŜŘ CƻǊŜǎǘ [ŀǿ 
(MFL) program. 

¸нΦн Ƴƛƭƭƛƻƴ ŀΦ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ пнΣллл άŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǎέ 
(the MFL Group)



²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ aC[ ΧǘƘŜ .ŀǎƛŎǎ

¸ 25-50 year contract. 

¸ 75% to 95% tax reduction. $30,000,000 annual 
benefit.

¸Management plan required, 10 a. minimum

¸Mandatory practices ςAccountability 

¸ 5% harvest tax

¸Close up to 160 acres to public access



WI MFL Group Certification

Step 1. June 2005ςTree 
Farm Group Certification

ά²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ Ƙŀǎ 
achieved the Triple 
Crown of Forest 
/ŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘƛƻƴΦέ  
Governor Jim Doyle



Step 2.Dec. 2008 -
Dual FSC-Tree Farm 
certification

Largest FSC group 
in the world!

MFL Group Certification


