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1. What is the Sustainable Procurement  

Guide? 

Å Information guides 

V designed to help customers develop their own 

procurement policies for wood and paper-

based products 

Å Decision support tools 

V provides credible & simple information on 

existing approaches to the ñresponsibleò 

procurement of wood and paper-based 

products from ñlegal & sustainableò sources 

 



1. Three products 

1. Introduction to Sustainable Procurement 

V Executive Summary (16 pages) 

V An introduction for senior purchasing executives responsible for 

paper procurement policies - outlines key issues 

V First released October 2007  - 2nd on-line update June 2011 

2. Sustainable Procurement Guide and Resource Kit 

V Guide and Resource Kit (ring binder, 160 pages) 

V A manual  for the purchasing officer who implements paper 

procurement decisions 

V Guide to the Guides with (47) existing approaches, extensive 

glossary and references 

V First released April 2008 ï 2nd on-line update June 2011  

3. Website: www.SustainableForestProds.org 

V Hosted by WRI with additional information sources 

V Ongoing revisions and updates of the Guides on-line 

 



2. Who developed it?  

Å World Resources Institute (WRI) 

V Information and policy NGO based in Washington DC, USA 

V Practical solutions to move society to live in ways that protect 

the Earthôs environment and its capacity www.wri.org 

Å World Business Council for Sustainable Development 

(WBCSD) 

V Business NGO based in Geneva, Switzerland with a significant 

forest, paper and packaging member cluster 

V 200 global companies committed to ñmaking a differenceò 

through sustainable development  www.wbcsd.org 

 

 

http://www.wri.org/


2. Why did we develop it? 

Responding to requests from 

suppliers and customers on 

how to understand and use the 

many existing approaches 

claiming to support the 

ñresponsibleò procurement of 

ñsustainableò wood & paper-

based products 



2. For whom?  

Å Wood & Paper-based product marketers 

V Sales & Marketing Information tool 

ÅPrivate and Public sector customers who: 

V Are significant users & purchasers of: 

 wood, pulp, paper & paper packaging 

V Do not have ñin houseò wood & paper product 

processing expertise 

V Concerned or confused by the proliferation of 

approaches 

V Want to source on a responsible & sustainable 

basis  

 



2. Two key objectives 

1. Assist wood & paper customers 

understand, select and use 

relevant existing approaches with 

confidence. 

2.  Help expand the market for 

sustainable wood & paper-based 

products.                                                  

 

 



1. Ten key questions relevant to formulating and 

implementing a sustainable procurement policy for 

wood and paper-based products 

2. A ñGuide to the Guidesò ï on existing resources 

and their relevance and utility in addressing each of 

the key questions 

Plus: 

- Acronym and glossary 

- Additional resources & links 

- References 

3. Scope of the Guide 



Environmental aspects 
Sustainability 
Have forests been sustainably managed? 
 

Special places 
Have special places, including sensitive ecosystems, been 

protected? 
 

Climate change 
Have climate change issues been addressed? 
 

Environmental protection 
Have appropriate environmental controls been applied? 
 

Recycled fiber 
Has recycled fiber been used appropriately? 
 

Other resources 
Have other resources been used appropriately? 

Social aspects 
Local communities and indigenous 

peoples 
Have the needs of local communities or indigenous peoples 

been addressed? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Sourcing and legality aspects 
Origin 

Where do the products come from? 
 

Information accuracy 
Is the information about the products credible? 

 

Legality 
Have the products been legally produced? 

3. Ten key questions 



3. Guide to the Guides 

- 47 resources from 

 - Governments, NGOs, research organizations 

- Including 

 - publications, projects, initiatives, programs, labels, etc. 

- Organized by  - procurement requirements and resources to meet 

requirements 

- Characterization covers: 

ï Phase in the supply chain 

ï Geographic scope 

ï Main aspects covered (in relation to the 10 questions) 

ï Characterization (goals, specific areas of interest, sponsors, etc.)  

ï Contact details 

 



4. 2011 Update 

ÅGuide to the Guides  

ÅLegality chapter 



4. Guide to the Guides V. 2. 
REQUIREMENTS RESOURCES TO ASSESS REQUIREMENTS 

Private sector initiatives 
Å Confederation of European Paper Industriesô (CEPI) Legal 

Logging Code of Conduct 

Å UK Timber Trade Federation Responsible Purchasing Policy 

 

Public sector 
Å Belgian Government Procurement Policy 

Å Danish Government Procurement Policy for Tropical Forests 

Å DutGovernment Procurement Criteria for Timber 

Å European Union - FLEGT and VPAs 

Å European Community Green Purchasing Policy  

Å French Policy on Public Procurement of Timber and Wood 

Products  

Å German Government Procurement Policy 

Å Japanese Government Procurement Policy 

Å Mexican Federal Government Procurement Policy 

Å New Zealand Timber and Wood Products Procurement Policy  

Å Swiss Declaration Duty for Timber 

 

Rating systems 
Å Green Building Initiativeôs Green Globes Rating System 

Å Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)È 

Green Building Rating System 

 

Certification systems 
Å Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) Controlled-Wood Standard 

Å Programme for the Endorsement of Forest Certification (PEFC) 

Guide for he avoidance of controversial timber 

Å Sustainable Forestry Initiative (SFI) Procurement Objective  

 

Private sector initiatives 
Å CEPI Carbon Footprint Framework 

Å FAOôs Public procurement policies for forest products and their impacts  

Å The Forest Industry Carbon Assessment Tool (FICAT) 

Å A buyersô guide to Canadaôs sustainable forest products  

Å Paper Profile 

Å Sustainable Forest Finance Toolkit 

Å Timber Retail Coalition 

Å Timber Trade Action Plan 

Å Two Sides  

 

Public sector 
Å Central Point of Expertise on Timber Procurement (CPET) 

Å New Zealand Government Paper Buyers guidance  

 

Rating systems 
Å Environmental Paper Assessment Tool (EPAT) 

Å WWF Paper Scorecard  

Å WWF Tissue Scoring  

 

NGO/Other initiatives 
Å Environmental Defense Fundôs Paper Calculator 

Å Environmental Footprint Comparison Tool 

Å Environmental Paper Network  

Å Forest Certification Assessment Guide (FCAG) 

Å Forest Footprint Disclosure Project 

Å Forest Legality Alliance 

Å Global Forest Registry 

Å Green Purchasing Network (GPN)  

Å Greenpeaceôs Responsible Procurement Guide 

Å Standard Practice for Categorizing Wood and Wood-based Products 

Å The Forests Trust (TFT) 

Å TFT Good Wood. Good Business  

Å Wood for Good Campaign  

Å WWFôs Guide to buying paper (companion to WWFôs Paper Scorecard) 

Å WWFôs Global Forest and Trade Network (GFTN) 



4. Legality V. 2. 

- Public procurement policies  

- CITES  

- U.S. Lacey Act and EU Timber Regulation 

- Voluntary Legality-verification Systems (providers 

and standards) 

- FLEGT & VPAs 

- Selected private procurement policies 

 





4. Legality V. 2. 



(excerpts) Lacey Act European  Union Timber 

Regulation 

Definition of 

Legality 

Unlawful to trade, receive, or acquire plants taken, 

harvested, possessed, transported, sold or exported 

in violation of laws in a foreign country or in the U.S.  

Timber logged illegally under the laws of the country 

of origin.  

Requirements 

and applicability 

Makes it illegal to trade illegally-sourced wood 

products in the U.S. Importers are required to declare 

country of harvest, genus and species, productôs 

volume and value in a phased-in schedule. It is 

applicable to anybody involved in the supply chains of 

wood products. 

Prohibits placing on the EU market timber 

harvested illegally under the rules of the country of 

origin, and products derived from such timber. It 

also requires economic operators which first place 

timber on the EU market to employ a system to 

exercise due diligence to ensure that the timber 

they trade was harvested legally.  

Product Scope All plants and plant-derived products. Detailed list of products available. 

Compliance A fact-based statute and not a process-based statute. 

No specific documentation is needed to demonstrate 

compliance. 

Economic operators required to assess risk and 

employ adequate and proportionate measures and 

systems to minimize risk of sourcing illegal timber. 

Recognizes FLEGT and CITES licenses. 

Penalties Penalties vary depending on level of ñdue care ñ 

exercised, including forfeiture of goods and vessels, 

fines and prison terms. 

Penalties will be defined by member states. 

Implementation Prohibition in effect since May 2008. Declaration 

requirements are being implemented in a phased-

schedule. 

The legislation will apply from March 3, 2013 

onwards. 

4. Legality V. 2. 




